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MICHAELIS ETTMULLERI^o^- 
nia Theoretica is" praffica, is-c. Quarto Londi- 
m 1683. 

THis Author ( for whom his iormerTreatifes h&& 
prepared a welcom in the world) divides the Prac- 
tice of Pbyfic\into ordinary and extraordinary, the for- 
mer he looks upon to be defective in thefe two things j 
firft in fufficient Experiments on which to ground a theo- 
rie , and fecondly, in generous medicines as well univer- 
sal as fpecifick, which fhould have their effect without 
Nature's too hard labour, the former to be fupplied by 
Anatomy, the latter by Chymiftry. In curing any difeafe 
lie obferves thefe five heads, the hiftory of the diftemperj 
the part affected, the caufes, prognofticks , and me- 
thod of curing. He looks upon it to be of the greateft 
confequence to diilinguifti between the Animal faculty 
placed in the fpirits and Genus Nervofum ,• and the vital, 
whofefeat is in the blood, and Vifcera. He allows in 
the blood two motions, the circulatory, and fermenta- 
tive, to this he fuppofes the concurrence of an Acid and 
an Alcali, the foundation of which motion is that Semi- 
nal crafis, which is preferved by a due ufeofthe res non* 
natwales, andreftored by proper medicines. 

In the Animal faculty he confiders its nourifhment, 
which is Chyle ,•- and itsftru&ure, the delicate Fibres of 
which are the inftruments of fenfe and motion, on both 
which Scores it is fubje<5t to convulfive motions, when ir- 
ritated; or Paralytical impotence when obftructed. 
Thefe foundations being laid, he recommends Sylvius, 
and Willis to the Reader, and gives the neceffary cau- 
tions for their Reading, looks upon Sennertus to be fuf- 
ficient among the Antients, as containing the fenfe of all 
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of chem-,8t looks upon Helmvnt robe very faith full where 
intelligible,- and to be imitated as far as poffible, fince 
be fuggefts the beft method of curing a priori s upon this 
Theorie his whole work is founded, and confifts of an u- 
niverfal praxis divided into three parts. The firft treat- 
is g of the lofs of appetite, and its confequences and 
cure of them ; the (econd of nutrition vitiated, &c. The 
third, of the difeafes of Women, to which he adds his 
Chirurgia medica, & Collegium Confultaiorium. 

To all this is added an appendix confiftingof feveral 
TraUs, the firft is Valetudinarium infantile in which he 
gives an account of the nourifliment of /«/««£/ with milk 
and pap, asalfoof the difeafes incident to them while 
ill this ftate, the general caufes of which he reduces to 
ttiele two heads, vi\. the retention of the Excernenda, 
efpecially that Meconium , and infenfible tranfpirationj 
and fecondly the ill giving of bad nouriihment, oxvitia 
laclis & errata pullis. Hence fprings that Acid juice, 
the different condition of which is thecaufe of that fuc- 
ceffion of diftempers, infancy is afflicted with j to which 
he oppofes thofe general remedies which mall deftroy 
that Acid, incide, attenuate, and evacuate it, of which 
nature he gives particulars, in briefly handling each par- 
ticular difeafe. 

The next is his Treatife <& vi diaphoretica Opii, which 
being already well known I {hall give no farther ac- 
count of, but pals on to the third which is De Corallio* 
rum Tinffiura, in which firft he treats of the nature of 
coral, and after arguments on all fides concludes it to be 
a ft ony concretion in form of a Shrub, generated from a 
nitro-ialine mineral juice impregnated with a fulphu- 
reousc'ammynefs elevated by the fubterraneous heat, 
through the pores of the bottom of the Sea where by the 
cold and faknefs of the Sea-maters , it is congealed. 
After this telling us that only is a txn&Tinclure in which 
there is a portion ©f the proper fubftance of the body from 

which 



which it is extracted, with a concentration of the colour 
and virtue of it extracted and exalted by a proper Men- 
Jfruum-, this he applyes to the pretendedTtnclures of Coral, 
the laft of which he mentions is of a certain Cbymifi at 
Paris, who with the phlegm of the diftilled water of the 
Air gathered at a certain time, can extract not only the 
Sulphur but the Salts of Coral, which appear in a CubicJ^ 
form upon evaporation in the Sun, the reft of the tintlure 
fwimming over it like juice of Berberry's , the conclu- 
fion is of the ufeof it, which he allows to be great in 
ftrengthening the tone of the inward parts/ quelling the 
effervefcencies of the blood, &c. which effects are alte- 
rable by the Menjtruum with which they are drawn. 

The fourth trad; is De prcejcriptione Formularum tn Ge- 
nere, in which he confiders the matter which confifts of 
the ingredients of all three Kingdoms; the form is no- 
thing but the order, proportion, manner of prefcribing, 
and the certain texture into which the matter does by 
mixture combine. 

Concerning the ingredients, refpect is to be had to 
their quantity according to its three dimenfions, longi- 
tude in their number, latitude in their dofe, profundity 
in the mafs or confidence; their quality is that apparent 
fimilitude and contrariety both in refpect to one another, 
as to the body of the patient, fo that he requires as previ- 
ous to the writing a receipt the exad knowledge of the 
Materia Medica, and an exad: skill in their preparation,- 
and having layd down neceflary rules and cautions to 
be obferved in prefcribing, he gives examples under feve- 
ral dalles of Powders; Pills, Mixtures, Inf ufions and de- 
codions, and ointments; as to thefe latter he gives thefe 
two cautions, i. that they confift of a volatile matter, 
andeafy to be diflblved. 2. that nothing be mixt which 
will not admit of a total and equal folution. 

Next follows his trad which he calls Parva Magnorum 
Morborum initia, where having proved by induction of 
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feveral inftances that Nature produces great effects from 
fmali and invifible caufes, witnefs the Animal Spirits , 
the objections againft whofe exiftence he firft removes, 
and then demonftrates, he difcourfes of the effects of ima- 
gination, ofPoyfons, of contagion , and other preter- 
natural ferments as inconfiderable for their bulk, as mon- 
ftrous in their effects, as alio of the leaft prick of a Nerve, 
he concludes that as great difeafes have thofe minute 
caufes, fo likewife their true Remedies are of fmall quan- 
tity, but of great efficacy. 

HisdifcourfeZX? ufu& abufu preecipitantium is divided 
into three Chapter's, the firft is Hiftorical of the Turgef- 
cency and Orgafmus of the humours, to which areoppof- 
ed Remedies that precipitate and confequently reprefs 
that exorbitancy, of thefe he gives the Hiftory, affigning 
to Sennertus the invention of the notion, and difcourfing 
of themoftconfiderableof them in each ofthethreei(iw£- 
doms.ThQ fecondChapter isTheoretical ohhe nature ufe 6c 
manner of working ofthem, & that founded upon the na- 
ture of precipitation in general, which he afferts to be 
found in the fluids of our body as well in a ftate of health 
as ficknefs. His third and laft Chapter is practical where- 
in isdifcourfed at large how they ought to be given, and 
with what fort of Medicines moft effectually mixed. 

To this fucceeds De Mor/u Viper (e t whQTe from the afTer- 
tion of Celfus that the biting of any Animal isvenemous, 
he eafily proves that of the Viper to be fo, and having 
confidered and rejected the various opinions about the 
feat of Poyfbn in the Viper, and proved that it is by no 
means Poyfonous when dead, but each part ofit antido- 
tal, he looks upon the anger of the beaft, or the Ideea fu- 
roris Arcbcei imprinted on its teeth and faliva, to be that, 
alone which makes his biting mortal ; to this he adds 
the Diagnoftichs Prognofticks and Method of Curing. 

The laft tract is Medicina Hippocratis Chymica which has 
been printed before, & in fhort is a demonftration ofHip- 
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crates 's proceeding in his practice upon Chymical quali- 
ties, and not at all depending on the qualities of the ele- 
ments, and at laft concludes from fpecificai tafts that 
there are fpecificai remedies not to be found out by the 
common tafts and which confift in the Crafs of concretes 
to be found out and conferved by art, and by means of 
the liquour Jlkabeji fomuch commended by Helmont, 
and confirmed by Starkly upon his own experience. 



RAYMUNDI VIEUSSENS V. M. Mon- 
fpelienfis Newographia Vniverfalis. Fcl. Lugduni 
1685. 

'His curious Author after a ihort account of the ge- 
neration of the different parts of the body, out of 
a feeming homogeneous matter, divides the Brain, taken 
in a large ienfe for the whole head, into its outward and 
inward, parts, thefe latter being the fubject of his firfi 
bool^: in which he begins with the Craffa meninx, which 
he makes to be double, the fibres of each membrane obli- 
quely interfering one another, defcribes its cohaefions, 
finus's , Veffels , and ufes both publique and private, and 
explains how it becomes fo exquifitely fenflble, and 
whence it has its motion in thofe parts where it is mova- 
ble. Hence he takes an occafion for a very curious di- 
greffion about the motion of the Heart, and Arteries, 
thele latter he aflerts to be moved by the blood, and 
brings an experiment to prove it, and alfo makes ufe of 
it to confute the pulfifick faculty of Galen, and the A- 
nimai ipirit of Willis, which by the annular fibres of 
their middle coat, is to dilate and contract them. 

He denies the Tia Meninx to have any gland's, is very 
particular in the distribution of the 'Veffels of it, and will 
not allow the Kete Mirabile (of which, he has a diftindt 
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Chapter,? to confift of any thing befides arteries. The 
brain is divided into the cinereous or glandulous part,, 
and the medullary or fibrous, which from its figure and 
ufe he calls j:he oval centre of the brain, looks upon the 
Corpus collofum to be the true Fornix, and having given 
the defcnption or all the internal parts of the brain , 
gives us likewife their ufe founded upon their ftru<5ture, 
and fo paiTes to the cerebellum, in which he defcribes 
both the procerus vermiformes, gives an account of the 
Valvula major Cerebri, &c. 

After the Anatomy of the brain, he difcourfesof the 
office of the brain and its parts, of the neceffity and na- 
ture of the Animal Spirits, and Succus nerveus, and in 
treating of the Lympheeducls of the brain, defcribes exact- 
ly the Membrana pituitaria , and twelve Sinus % in 
which the blood before it enters the brain cleanfes it felf 
from Phlegm, thefe he divides into four forts according 
to their fltuation, vi%. in Jinus Sphmnoidceos , ethmoidaos, 
frontales and maxillares. having difcourfed of the mat- 
ter, place and manner of the produ&iou of the Animal 
Spirit, of its difpenfation, anddiflincl ways by which 
it moves within the brain, &c. He treats briefly of the 
Animal faculty's, and concludes the firft book with a 
.(hort Chapter of judgment and Reafon. 

The Second Boo %jso£ the Medulla Spinalis, where he ob- 
ferves the method of his firft book, and firft defcribes the 
four membranes of it, with their office; then gives an ac- 
count of its VefTels, and denies that the Sinus venofi ver- 
tebrates are joyned or accompanyed by the Sinus arteriofi 
oiWillis -, looks upon the Medulla to be the brain pro- 
longed, as the Antients likewife accounted it, both as 
to the generation, and diftribution of the Animal Spirits 
through thofe thirty pair of Nerves which proceed from 
it, and upon this account is the fountain of fenfe, motion 
and nutrition to the parts below the head. 

The third Bookjtca.t5 of the Nerves, where after-the de- 
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fhrition, and divifion of them into foft and hard , 
great or fmall proportionally to the labour they are de- 
signed for, he will not allow any of them to be fenfibly 
hollow, not fo much as the opic\ov olfablory Nerves , and 
as afcrihing all their variety to the difpofition of their 
pores, explodes as fabulous, the Valves fome have fup- 
pofedinthem. Difcourfing of the ufe of the Nerves he 
looks upon the common queftion , vi^. Whether the 
Nerves are different by which motion and fenfe is made, 
to belong rather to the Animal Spirit, then to the Nerve , 
which likewife^being uniform,the diverfity o£Animal*di\- 
on , doth not argue a diverfity in either Nerves or Spirit, 
and having given us the number of thepairs of Nerves in 
the body,proceeds to defcribe them finglyas they ly in the 
body. In his lajt Chapter he gives an ingenious account 
of the manner of the motion of the Mu/cles, founded 
-upon the confederation ofthe mechanifm of them, and 
the vis movens, which he makes out to be the Animal Spi~ 
n>,and the blood, the neceffity of both he proves from 
a palfy certainly enfuing upon the defect of either. All 
this Doctrine is illuftrated by large and fair cuts anfwer- 
ing the natural magnitude of the parts defcribed. 



Printed at the Theater in Oxford, for Sam. 
Smith at the Prince's Arms in St. Paul's Church- 
yard London ; and Hen. Clements 
BoeJ^feffer in Oxford. 
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